Tibor Elias
78 Orrong Crescent
Nth. Caulfield 3161

Victoria, Australia
To Whom It May Concem,

My cousin, Erika Elinson (Elias) of Kibbutz Mishmar Hasharon,
Israel, was bom in Budapest (Hungary) on the 8th. of January 1936.

' Her father, my father and the father of another cousin of ours, Zvi
Elias, who also lives in Israel, were brothers. They lived in a small
Hungarian village of Sarbogard, and were brought up as religious Jews.

Erika’s father moved to Budapest, where he worked as 3 bank clerk
and married Erzsebet Farkas, daughter of the Managing Director of the
largest travel agency in Hungary.

In 1938, Hitler's anti-semitic ideas spread over Hungary.As a
precaution, we also moved to Budapest, but our grandparents stayed in
their villages. Qur Parents decided to convert to the Lutheran religion,
hoping, that thus, we will be able to avoid future prosecution.

History proved otherwise. Our fathers lost their jobs, then they had to
serve in special army camps, where Jews worked as forced labourers, first
in Hungary, then in the Ukraine, Siberia etc.

During the early 40s we hardly saw our fathers. At the end of the war,
we found out, that both our fathers perished, Erika’s in Russia and mine in
transit to Auschwitz. Our families moved together, and struggled to eke out
a living.

In 1944 the “Arrow Movement”, (Hungarian equivalent to SS)
collected our grandparents and deported them to Auschwitz, where they all
perished, except our Grandmother in Sarbogard, who was brave enough to
commit suicide before the troops reached them.

We in Budapest, had to leave our home and move into a special
“Yellow House” marked with the Star of David, crammed with many other
Jewish families. A short time later, our mothers were deported too.

Erika and | obtained Swedish passports, permits, organised
by Ralph Wallenberg, which enabled us and other children to move into a
special “protected” house, as non Jews. However the “Arrows” soon found
out about this and forced us to move into the Ghetto.

Life in the ghetto of Budapest was frightening for children and adults
as well. The conditions were appalling, 20 people in one room, hardly
anything to eat, constantly fearing that it will be blown up by the retreating
German army.

One day our mothers decided to escape from the column marching
through Austria, and walking back by night, in great fear of getting caught
and be shot on the spot, they eventually retumed to Budapest. There they
obtained false Christian identification papers.
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